Application No.: 09/661,498 
Reply to Office Action of October 13, 2004 
Atty. Docket: 4450-04 18P 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A circuit comprising: 

a multiplexer , said multiplexer receiving a plurality of 
first bit streams, one of said first bit streams conforming to a 
first format ; 

a space control register coupled to control the 
multiplexer; 

a latch coupled to receive a signal from the multiplexer; 

a control circuit coupled to control the latch, the control 
circuit to select one or more bits from a stream of bits output 
by the multiplexer , to thereby generate a second bit stream 
conforming to a second format . 

2. (Original) The circuit of claim 1 wherein the 
multiplexer comprises a plurality of multiplexers. 

3. (Original) The circuit of claim 2 wherein the plurality 
of multiplexers comprise first, second, third, fourth, and fifth 
multiplexers . 
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4. (Original) The circuit of claim 3 wherein the first, 
second, third and fourth multiplexers are 8:1 multiplexers. 

5. (Original) The circuit of claim 3 wherein the fifth 
multiplexer comprises a 6:1 multiplexer coupled to receive an 
output from the first multiplexer, an output from the second 
multiplexer, an output from the third multiplexer, an output 
from the fourth multiplexer, a logical "one 11 , and a logical 
" zero" . 

6. (Original) The circuit of claim 1 wherein the space 
control register programmably stores a value indicating a 
selected bit from a plurality of bits. 

7. (Currently Amended) The circuit of claim 1 wherein the 
control circuit comprises: 

a time control register to store a value indicating a 
selected bit from a sequence of bits; 

a counter to count bits in the sequence of bits from a 
predetermined bit; and 

a comparator coupled to the time control register and to 
the counter to generate a load signal when a value stored in the 
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time control register and a value provided by the counter are 
equal, the load signal to cause the latch to load a value output 
by the multiplexer. 

8. (Original) The circuit of claim 1 further comprising: 

a second multiplexer coupled to receive a signal output by 
the latch and to receive a signal output by another circuit; and 
a second control circuit to control the second multiplexer. 

9. (Currently Amended) The circuit of claim 8 further 
comprising a second latch coupled to receive a signal output by 
the second multiplexer. 

10. (Original) The circuit of claim 1, wherein the 
multiplexer receives logical values to generate alarm signals. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

receiving multiple first streams of bits , at least one of 
said bit streams conforming to a first format ; 

selecting one or more bits from a — otrcam — one of said 
received multiple first streams of bits based, at least in part, 
on a space control register value and a time control register 
value ; and 
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outputting a second stream of bits including said selected 
one or more bits, said second stream of bits conforming to a 
second format . 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein the space 
control register indicates a selected stream of data from a 
plurality of streams of data. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the space 
control register is programmable. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the time 
control register indicates one or more bits from a selected 
stream' of data . 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the time 
control register is programmable. 
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